Tillamook County Historical Society
The Tillamook County Historical Society was formed in 1984 to bring together those persons interested in preserving the history of Tillamook County.
The Society concentrates on doing a number of projects such as placing historic plaques, conducting historical tours, printing books about local history
and producing a newsletter with local history topics and up-coming events. Let us know how you would like to participate as a volunteer. The Society schedules regular meetings and events and an annual meeting of the general membership where a speaker or program is planned.
Members are welcome to attend all meetings. Annual dues are $10.00 for Family Membership and include the newsletter.
If you would like to keep receiving this newsletter, please make sure your dues are paid for the current year.
We will be dropping those who are more than a year behind from the mailing list. Thank you.
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Steam Donkey Goes South
by Eric Simmons
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The donkey was retrieved from the Ned
Rieger property on Bewley Creek in 1979,
placed at the Tillamook Naval Air Station
for restoration, and later donated to the
Tillamook County Pioneer Museum and
placed on the east lawn.
The steam donkey was restored to be fully
operational with restoration being spearheaded by Homer Simmons, who with his
brothers Wesley and Granville completely
disassembled and rebuilt the donkey in their
shop on Simmons Creek. Sadly, Granville
passed away while working on the donkey
before it was completed. They were greatly
assisted by donations of time and materials by
many local people and businesses.
The donkey was fired up and the whistle
blown nearly every year for the June Dairy
Parade from around 1984 to 2004 at which
time it became increasingly difficult to get the
boiler to pass inspection.
After 35 years much of the wood, including
the logs, is rotten and will be replaced before
it goes to it’s new home in the Tillamook Air
Museum.
Through great community effort on Tuesday,
May 22nd, the donkey was removed from the east lawn of the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum and placed
at the Port of Tillamook Bay for restoration.
Four generations of the Simmons family have now worked on the steam donkey: my dad, Wesley Simmons,
his son Scott, Scott’s son Scotty, and Scotty’s son Austin. Numerous other aunts, uncles and cousins have also
spent many hours working on the donkey.
This year the Simmons family is celebrating 150 years in Tillamook County and 140 years on a portion of
their original homestead south of Tillamook.
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FROM RISSEL TO RUSSELL
2019 President of Tillamook County Historical Society
Rob Russell is a fisherman, author and conservationist serving as the Coordinator for the Tillamook Bay Watershed Council. Rob migrated from Portland to Tillamook as a fishing guide after a career in sales, marketing
and publishing. He spent ten years as a guide and outfitter in Tillamook County before turning his attention to
watershed conservation and restoration in 2014. Over the last four years, in addition to his Council duties, Rob
has served as a volunteer and board member for local non-profits and co-authored a beautiful fly-fishing book
titled Modern Steelhead Flies (Stackpole Books, 2017). He has also devoted himself to studying and preserving
Tillamook County history, with an eye toward future book projects.

PACIFIC CITY STATE AIRPORT
The Pacific City airport began as a grass strip in its
present location. A group of early residents donated
their pasture
land to be officially used as
an airport. Old
aircraft were
Jennies, Taylorcraft, Stinson,
Ryans, and
Stearmans. Barnstormers gave
local residents and summer visitors a chance for their
first airplane ride. Men such as Dutch
Shermer and Harvey Henderson
were responsible for encouraging
private pilots to fly into Pacific City.
The airport was officially dedicated in 1950 as a State airport but
was still a volunteer mowed grass
strip. Thirty planes and 300 people
attended the dedication ceremonies
under the charge of the Pacific CityWoods Chamber of Commerce. The
first fish fry tradition began with a BBQ of local salmon.
In 1951 the airport was turned over wholly to the State
Board of Aeronautics. The second fish fry the next year
attracted 65 planes and over 180 people. The air-strip
was paved in 1955.
Local residents, Bob Rissel, Harvey Henderson
and Dick Forman, were members of the 15 members
Tillamook Air Pose, that at one time kept a plane in
Pacific City in the summer for rescue work.
Hundreds of aircraft fly into town each year according to the plane register at the airport. Some exciting
planes landing here were an eight-passenger DeHavilland
amphibian and an RV4 from Australia. A Swiss-made Pila-

tus landed at the airport and drew lots of attention.
The 1800 foot airport is rated as a commercial
field. The Coast Guard uses it for rescue training
work, and Life Flight has picked up gravely injured
residents from the airport. Several local residents
have hangers and keep planes next to the runway.
Second home owner-pilots enjoy the quick flight
from the Valley to their beach house. It is only a
short walk to the beach and restaurants. We are
lucky to have this resource here in Pacific City, as
many small airports have been closed.
The Oregon Department of Aviation was considering selling the airport into
private ownership this year. A
group of pilots and residents
formed the "Friends of Pacific
City State Airport" to convince
the State of the importance of
the airport to pilots throughout the whole northwest. The
Chamber of Commerce and
CAP also indorsed keeping the
airport in State ownership as it
is an economic resource to the town. We hope the
Pacific City State Airport will always remain here.
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Jennifer C. Thiele is the Research Historian for Tillamook County Pioneer Museum and
the author of two new works. She specializes in social and behavioral studies with a focus on
narratives often left out of historical accounts. Her seminar for the University of Oregon dealt
with the role of women in the California mission system. Her Master’s degree thesis for Southern New Hampshire University analyzed the Orphan Train Movement’s impact on the rural
Midwest. She is the author of The Lightning Painter: Joseph J. Englehart, (1867-1915) and Art with
Spirit: Lucia May Wiley, (1906-1998) as well as Paving the Way: Early Contact between the Tillamook
and Foreign Visitors, 1760-1851. The Pioneer Museum will be selling these books for $19.95
For years a landscape
painting of Mt. Hood signed
J. Englehart hung in the
Pioneer Photo Room of the
Tillamook County Pioneer
Museum. It wasn’t until work
on a historical manuscript
of early Tillamook resident
Elmer Allen revealed more
about the artist and his stay
in Tillamook that the museum decided to undertake further research about who
J. Englehart was, and why he came to Tillamook.
It soon became apparent that Englehart was a
man of many names and a prolific painter. J. Englehart
being only one of twenty-two known pseudonyms.
He traveled to hundreds of cities during his career;
each time staying for a few months, paintings a dozen
or more paintings in a day’s time. Collectors estimate
he created at least 600 paintings.
A notorious drinker, he often appeared to paint
only when he needed money for his next drink. Due
to the artist’s many names and vagabond nature, prior
research has only created a partial summary of his
life. At times his biography has been amalgamated
with that of other artists of similar names and origins.
In an effort to sort out the truth of the mysterious Joseph J. Englehart, this book was compiled as
a biographical research, not only about his visit to
Tillamook, Oregon, but also about his life, travels, and
inexplicable nature.

Artist Lucia Wiley was born
in Tillamook, Oregon in 1906.
During the Great Depression
she became known as one of
the eight best mural painters in
the country. Two of her murals
continue to grace local buildings.
In addition to these frescoes,
she created seven other murals
for buildings in the Midwest.
Wiley’s career was not limited
to art-relief murals; she also created numerous art pieces
for exhibitions and private patrons. Throughout her life,
it is estimated she painted more than 2,000 square feet of
murals, most in true fresco.
This research serves not only as a biographical summary of the artist’s career but also seeks to place context
behind the meaning and purpose of mural artwork created
during the Great Depression. Additionally, this research
analyzes the artwork’s value in post-Depression years and
in today’s society. Wiley’s career, and at times her life, was
guided by the Great Depression, but she was able to overcome and flourish. Her art serves as a reminder of a time
when artwork was considered a cultural necessity; a means
of stimulating the country and encouraging American’s not
give up but to push forward.

A Local authors
provide more
Tillamook County
stories

Also coming soon is The Diaries of Dr. Elmer Allen Memories of Childhood Days in Tillamook,
Oregon Around the Turn of the Century. Edited by Mikayla Ebel. Dr. Elmer Allen was the son
of Tillamook hoteliers Nellie and John Peter Allen who ran the Allen House from 1899 until
John’s death in 1915. Growing up in a developing town, Elmer had an eye for detail and many
years later, as an adult, he wrote down his memories of Tillamook City in a volume originally
called “The Allen House; Memories of Childhood Days in Tillamook, Oregon Around the Turn
of the Century.” Now in the possession of the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum, these memories have been edited for clarity and ease of reading. Mikayla Ebel, author and editor for the
TCPM, is a full-time student at Portland State University majoring in Communications.

